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*Please stand.                               Please silence electronic devices. 
 
 

GATHERING 

 
PRELUDE            Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming      Marianne Kim 

 
             

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                 Dr. Will Jones 
 
MISSIONS TEAM - Christmas Eve offering                                                                   David Aslin    
 
 

                                                                                 
INTROIT    (8:30)                                  Chime Introit  
                   (11:00)                        Do You Hear What I Hear?                      Gloria Shayne Baker 

                                                         Adult Handbell Choir              arr. Glenn Calcote 

 
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE                                                           Betty & Mike Nelson (8:30) 
                                                                                 Tricia, Bill, Brooksye and Quinn Frese (11:00) 

 
ADVENT CANDLE RESPONSE       Candles Glowing                       W ZLOBIE LEZY 

 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                              Mike Nelson (8:30)  
                                                                                       Kathy McCoy (11:00) 
Leader:      We worship in Advent with a spirit of hopeful anticipation.  
People:   Come, Lord Jesus, into our world and into our lives. 



Leader:   We worship with confidence in God’s good promises for our future.  
People:  Come, Lord Jesus, to redeem and bless; come to change and renew.  
Leader:    We worship with renewed faith and emboldened courage.    
People:  Come, Lord Jesus, and do great things in our world and in our lives, this  
                  Advent season and beyond.   

 
*HYMN 13                           Prepare the Way, O Zion            BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN 

 
*CONFESSION OF SIN (in unison)  
Advent is a season of light, yet in our sin we often prefer the darkness.  We often choose 
the selfish way, looking to gain no matter what.  We often choose the self-indulgent way, 
mistaking the luxurious for the good.  We often choose the self-righteous way, confusing 
our politics with your will.  Please forgive our misguided minds and help us to see your 
true Way in Jesus Christ this Advent.   
 

(Time of silent personal confession) 
 

Leader: We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, 
People: Amen. 

 
*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  

 
*RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS                                                                                          GLORIA 
 

 
 
 
*SHARING OF GRACE 
Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  
People: And also with you. 

 
TIME WITH YOUNGER DISCIPLES                                  Lauren Utterback 



ANTHEM (11:00)                                   Gabriel’s Message           Nancy Grundahl 
                                                                 Chancel Choir 
 
 The angel Gabriel from heaven came, with wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame: “All hail to thee, 
           O lowly maiden Mary, most highly favored lady.” Gloria!  
 “For known a blessed mother thou shalt be, all generations laud and honor thee; thy son shall be 
 Emmanuel, by seers foretold, most highly favored lady.” Gloria!  
 Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head; “To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said. “My soul shall laud 
 and magnify God’s holy name.” Most highly favored lady. Gloria!  
 Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born in Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn, and Christian folk 
 throughout the world will ever say:  “Most highly favored lady.” Gloria!  
                                              
 

THE WORD 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                    Bethany Grenfell 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 42:1-9 (pew Bible pg. 584) 

 
NEW TESTAMENT READING: Matthew 11:2-11 (pew Bible pg. 792)          Dr. Jones 

 
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.          
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON           Waiting Well: Patience Tailored to Fit             Dr. Jones  

      
RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (in unison; from A Declaration of Faith)          Rev. Mike Lyle 
In Christ, God gave us a glimpse of the new creation he has already begun and will surely 
finish. We do not know when the final day will come. In our time we see only broken and 
scattered signs that the renewal of all things is under way. We do not yet see the end of 
cruelty and suffering in the world, the church, or our own lives. But we see Jesus as Lord. 
As he stands at the center of our history, we are confident he will stand at its end. He will 
judge all people and nations. Evil will be condemned and rooted out of God's good 
creation. There will be no more tears or pain. All things will be made new. The fellowship 
of human beings with God and each other will be perfected. 

 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER              Rev. Susan Carter Wiggins                                                                                                           
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.    

 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND OURSELVES    

  
OFFERTORY                               Ev’ry Valley (from Messiah)      G. F. Handel 

                                                William Compton, tenor                       Isaiah 40: 1-4 
 

The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness; prepare ye the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert 
a highway for our God. Ev'ry valley shall be exalted, and ev'ry moutain and hill made low; the crooked 
straight and the rough places plain.  

 
*OFFERING RESPONSE    In the Bleak Midwinter         

CRANHAM 

 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION                         Rev. Lyle 

 
SENDING 

 
*HYMN 28                                    Good Christian Friends, Rejoice          IN DULCI JUBILO                                          
 
 

*CHARGE and BLESSING                                  Dr. Jones 

 
*POSTLUDE                                           Vieux Noël                              César Franck                                 

 
 



WORSHIP TODAY 
 

Welcome to worship today at Germantown Presbyterian Church. Our sincere prayer is that you 
will find a place here among those who already call GPC home. We are so glad you can join our 
service today; we are truly glad God brought you here! 

 
Interested in joining GPC?  You are welcome here!  For more information on how to join, please 
contact Lea Buring at 901-355-4940 or leaciabattini@gmail.com, or Beth Willingham at 901-494-
8480 or bethwillingham@comcast.net . 

 
GPC’s pastors can always be reached in an emergency or crisis. Please call the church, 901-754-
5195, and then press 1 to reach the on-call pastor.  

 
Church Family Prayer Program: Members of the congregation are randomly selected each week 
to be lifted up. This week please pray for Carolyn, Taylor, Amelia, Campbell, Thomas Cates, 
Debbie & Noel Florendo, Sherrie & Neal Horner, Erwin Westmoreland 

  
 

Germantown Presbyterian Church Announcements  
Week of December 11, 2022  

 
 
Grief Support Group 
Regular monthly meetings on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 6:00 p.m. in 
the church parlor. All are welcome to attend this supportive ministry. Contact 
Stephanie Wall at 901-494-7786 or stephaniewall@hotmail.com for more information. 
 
 

Germantown Career Support and Networking 
Next meeting is Monday, December 12, 6:30- 8:00 p.m. 
Community Room (in basement of the Chapel Building) 
No meeting on Monday, December 26 due to holiday. 
We regularly meet on the 2nd & 4th Monday each month to assist people pro bono in career 
networking, interviewing skills, and general support during times of job/career transition or loss. 
If you enter the building from the parking lot on the west side, the Community Room is straight ahead.  

The doors will unlock at 6:00 p.m. and will automatically secure at 6:50 p.m. 

For more information email Carlin Stuart at CarlinStuart@gmail.com. 
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Giving 

 

Even if you’re not here physically, you can give to support the ministries of GPC. If you have 

questions or need more information, contact Amber Miller in the church office,  

901-754-5195 or amberm@gpctn.org 

  

TEXT 901-295-0202  Text the amount you want to give and set up a one-time or recurring 

    payment 

 

MAIL CHECKS TO 2363 S Germantown Rd, Germantown, TN 38138 

 

GIVE PLUS CHURCH APP  Download the app to set up recurring or one-time donations.  

                                              You can manage and view your giving from the convenience of  

                                              your smartphone. 
 

WEB SITE:              Germantownpres.org/giving or scan the QR code to 

              set up and manage your recurring or one-time gifts 

 
  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The third candle of Advent is called the joy candle. Joy can be defined as a feeling of great 
pleasure and happiness. There are other synonyms for joy, such as bliss, ecstasy, euphoria, and 
exuberance. Galatians tells us that joy is one of the fruits of the Holy Spirit. And Proverbs tells 
us that a joyful heart is good medicine. 
 

Joy has its root in the hope and peace we find in living a Christ-centered life. So, it is 
appropriate that we light the joy candle because, in the words of Isaiah, “You shall go out in 
joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into 
singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.” 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Church Staff 

 

Alex Benford   Organist & Music Associate 

Karen Schowalter Cooper Coordinator of Children’s Choirs 

Ann DeVere   Church Secretary/Receptionist 

Jennifer Gentry  Director of Weekday Preschool 

Christopher Greco  Director of Youth Ministry 

Blair Hayes   Director of Children’s Ministry 

John Johnson   Worship Leader, Musician 

Will Jones   Pastor 

Mike Lyle   Associate Pastor for Evangelism & Discipleship 

Amber Miller   Business & Facilities Administrator 

Craig Patterson   Communications Director 

Angie Richardson  Curriculum Coordinator to Children’s Ministry 

Tom Sauer   Lay-Pastor to Senior Adults  

Randy Smith   Maintenance Technician 

Jerold Teachey   Director of Music Ministry 

Moira Tescher   Financial Secretary 

Stephanie Wall   Bereavement Specialist 

Susan Carter Wiggins  Associate Pastor for Care & Nurture 

Jackie Williams   Director of Special Needs Ministry 

Carl Woods   Maintenance Assistant 

 

 

         Church office hours are Monday-Friday, 8:30a.m.-4:30p.m.    

 

 

 

 

         

 


