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THE WINDOW
MAY 2023



YOUTH SUNDAY, APRIL 23, 2023
Bryce Bowden Grace Jones

Gracey Owens Cat Rice

Thank you to our seniors for speaking to the congregation about their hopes for the future and how 

your faith will shape that. We look forward to witnessing where the Holy Spirit leads you and hope you 

will keep your many experiences at GPC in your heart. We wish you success in all your endeavors.



UPCOMING EVENTS

PW CIRCLE MEETINGS 
TUE, MAY 2, 10:00 A.M. & 6:30 P.M.

NACOME CAMP
FRI-SUN, MAY 5-7

AMPLIFY CONCERT
SUN, MAY 7, 2:30 P.M., ACTIVITY CENTER

CAREER SUPPORT & NETWORKING
MON, MAY 8 & 22, 6:30 P.M., COMMUNITY ROOM

RIDGEWAY HIGH SCHOOL CONCERT
TUE, MAY 9, 7:00-9:00 P.M., SANCTUARY

GRIEF SUPPORT MINISTRY
THU, MAY 11, 6:00 P.M., PARLOR

MOTHER’S DAY
SUN, MAY 14

PW GATHERING  
TUE, MAY 16, 10:00 A.M., WARREN HALL

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE SPRING FINALE
WED, MAY 17, 10:00 A.M., WARREN HALL

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY PERFORMANCE
SUN, MAY 21, 11:00 A.M., SANCTUARY

VBS REGISTRATION CLOSES
SUN, MAY 28

MEMORIAL DAY
MON, MAY 29, CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

VBS
MON-THU, JUNE 5-8, 4:00-7:00 P.M.

YOUTH SUNDAY, APRIL 23, 2023
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YOUTH AUCTION • MARCH 3

Thanks to the SONrise MENistries Cooking team for facilitating the meal, and the many volunteers who came together to make this event happen.

Thanks to all who donated & bid on 
items this year to help raise over

$22,000
for the GPC Student Ministry!
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Thanks and congratulations go to Rees Reynolds on the 

completion of Eagle Scout project, a firepit on the southeast 

side of the GPC campus. With assistance from friends and fellow 

BSA troop 270 members they created a solid structure. The 

youth group took advantage of this gift on the evening of April 2 

with a devotion led by Mike Lyle and a bonfire afterwards.

The GPC Library Book Drive for BCA was a huge success, 

and a huge THANK YOU goes to all who contributed!

It was Laura Ingalls Wilder who said, “It is the sweet simple 

things in life which are the real ones, after all”. That’s the way 

we feel about the Book Drive! What could be more simple 

than the sharing of used children’s books for new readers to 

enjoy?! Your response was overwhelming, to say the least! 

Our church, preschool, and community rallied together 737 

children’s books to share with BCA. This wealth of books 

allow a BOOK FAIR at BCA for students and siblings to 

choose books to take home for summer reading, free 

of charge. No book will go unused, or most importantly, 

unread! Special thanks to library volunteers Shawn Raines, 

Ann Phillips, and Cathy Smith, who sorted, cleaned, and 

packed all the wonderful books.

Start saving any children’s books you may have for next year! 

We fully plan to do BCA Book Drive 2.0 for the wonderful 

student readers at Binghampton.

Ernest Mellor
Library

Ernest Mellor
Library
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GPC Youth Director Christopher Greco gave an rivoting 

sermon to the Evening Service congregation on Youth Sunday.

Dr. Robert Gamble came and spoke at the SONrise 

MENistries Breakfast on March 31, about the effects of the 

war in Ukraine on women and families and the ways his 

organization, This Child Here, Inc. is providing aid.

We are on track to close the purchase of the property 

across Arthur Road, the house and grounds located at 

7599 Poplar Pike. All inspections have been completed, 

and they’re only incidental concerns (i.e. hanging gutter, 

one leaky HVAC unit, small repairs inside, etc.). Nothing 

substantial was discovered in the inspection process, 

and we’re looking forward to closing on May 15.

Thank you for your continued support of this acquisition. 



JAMES (JEB) & HOLLY
BAILEY
Jeb and Holly both grew up 
in the Memphis area and met 
while at Auburn University.
Jeb is an attorney with Butler 
Snow where he specializes 
in corporate financial 
restructuring and Holly serves 
as the Director of Finance for 
the Chi Omega Foundation. 
They have two adult children 
who currently reside in Austin 
and Nashville. Together they 
enjoy spending time at the 
lake, hiking and traveling and 
individually enjoy playing the
bass (Jeb) and yoga ( Holly).

OSCAR & JOCELYN
ATKINSON
We look forward to growing 
our faith and building 
relationships at GPC along 
with children Walker (14), 
Vivian (12), Stuart (9). When 
not working in our small 
businesses, we enjoy riding 
horses and watching our 
children play sports.

MARK & MARY 
MOLL
Mark and Mary Moll moved 
to Collierville from Arkansas 
to be closer to all their family.  
Mark works remotely with 
his law firm in Ft. Smith.  
The Molls enjoy gardening 
and being with their seven 
grandchildren.

DON & DIANE
EVANS
Diane and Don Evans are 
Pittsburgh natives, where 
they lived for fifty years. Don 
attended medical school and 
Diane studied at the Graduate 
School of Public Health at the 
University of Pittsburgh. After 
practicing ophthalmology 
for forty years, they recently 
moved to Olive Branch to be 
near family. Their daughter is 
a professor at the University 
of Memphis.  She and her 
husband have a two year old 
son, Oliver. Diane and Don will 
celebrate their fiftieth wedding 
anniversary this summer. 

Make sure to say hello to GPC’s newest members, who joined 
April 2. We’re excited to have you as part of our community.

We also had thirteen confirmands join by affirmation of faith on March 26!
(PICTURED WITH MENTORS BELOW)

JAY BARKER
Gary Mosley

LILY BRASFIELD
Susan Jones

CECE DUKE
Greta Regenold

JAMES GRANTHAM
Jay Galyean

ADDISON OWENS
Katie Wiener

BENJAMIN SIMS
Christopher Greco

ABBY WELLS
September Eason

MADISON WILSON
Shelby Montague

ANNA CHANDLER
Anne Zachry

DARCY LESTER
Suzanne Ray

JASON LINDOW
Jeff Halfacre

ELLIS MCKINNON
Jeff Halfacre

GEORGE LUMM
Jeff Harris
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GPC EASTER EGG HUNT • APRIL 2
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MUSIC NOTES
The month of April was a very meaningful, worshipful month for 

Music at GPC. Holy week had twelve services GPC prepared music 

for or participated in. Palm Sunday, four 12:00 Noon Community 

Services, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and three Easter 

Sunday services. The month also included a very successful Youth 

Sunday on April 23, as well as our normal schedule of services 

the 2nd and 4th Sundays of Easter, April 16 and 30. It was a busy 

and rewarding month for all of those who participated in music in 

worship. A big thank you to all who made this Special Month in 

the church year so meaningful!!

The Month of May includes the following Music in Worship: 

May 5  Nate McBride, Doctoral Student now singing with the 

choir, will be soloist. The beautiful and difficult to sing 

anthem. The Randall Thompson ALLELUIA, will be our 

anthem.

May 21  Lydia Waldrop, who grew up at GPC and is now a college 

student will be our soloist. The anthem will be I KNOW 

THAT MY REDEEMER LIVITH. 

May 21  Children will sing at 11:00 / Brianna Reilly, Doctoral 

Student at UM will be soloist at 8:30 & 11:00. The anthem 

will be I SHALL SEE with Marcus as soloist. 

May 28  PENTECOST Sunday : Jeff Day will be soloist. The anthem 

will be a choir favorite brought to us by Bee McFate years 

back (mother of Jean Hicks) YE SHALL BE WITNESSES.

Every Sunday is a special Sunday for Music at GPC! The Chancel 

Choir, Alex our organist, our soloist and Jerold/Dr. T. (myself) 

spend lots of time in preparation. Our goal is to always give our 

very best effort in the Worship of our Almighty God. We lead you 

the Congregation in Worship through MUSIC!! Know that I so, 

appreciate all of your kind comments, texts and emails re our music. 

I pass them on ALL involved. It is indeed a TEAM Effort. 

Know that you are an important part of our Music Team. Your 

contributions to the church budget, which provides annual support 

for music, and your Special Contributions and Gifts to the Music 

Fund and the Teachey Scholarship which allow me the freedom to 

bring in ‘extra’ musicians, singers, and instrumentalists to enhance 

our worship experience are most appreciated. WE have developed 

a strong history of ‘special music in worship’ at GPC. Know that 

YOU are very much a part of our success. 

The GPC congregation decorated two Flowering Crosses 

this year. The GPC Preschool & Kindergarten added 

some energetic personality to the morning cross.
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FOCUS ON GPC KIDS
A quick sitdown with
Blair Hayes, Director of GPC Kids

You are starting to get organized for your second GPC 

Kids VBS. Is it any easier in your second go around? 

What sort of activities do you have planned?

Yes, in some ways it is a little easier since I have everything 

organized in the way that works best for me. We have great 

activities planned for this year with the theme being Twists 

and Turns (games and fun). A couple activities that I can 

share are a fun amazing race night and missions’ night for 

our families’ activities. 

Are you finding that the evening schedule is bringing in 

more families?

Yes, the evening schedule brings more families together for 

family time and fellowship with others. I’ve always been taught 

that the greatest mission field is your home which is also why 

we have a family component for VBS. We want our families to 

grow together in their walk with Jesus and each other.

What previous experiences have helped you the most in 

handling the challenges of this position?

I was blessed to be raised in a Christian home. Going to church 

and doing a Bible study was a huge growth experience for 

me. I was able to see and learn what it meant to truly have a 

relationship with Jesus and what it can and should look like. 

My degree is in Child Development.  I truly believe that I have 

a gift to work with kids and help them grow in their faith. I 

remember growing up always attending VBS and then getting 

the opportunity to volunteer at VBS was always so much fun 

and rewarding. Then when I was in college, I volunteered 

with high school ministry for about seven years. Making 

connections with those students helped us both grow in our 

faith. I still have many of those relationships today and that 

is why I do what I do today. 

Yes, there are always challenges within any job, but it’s how we 

respond to those challenges and taking the time to spend in 

prayer helps us in any situation that comes our way. At times 

this can be very difficult because we want everything to go 

smoothly all the time. But Jesus gives us the good and the 

bad so that we must always lean on him through prayer and 

how we treat others. He wants us to see others how he sees 

them, and we must always remember this when challenges 

do get tough. But I am very blessed to be in this position 

and pray that we can continue to grow the ministry and make 

families feel wanted and loved.

What hopes do you have for the remainder of 2023 and 

2024 in terms of personal growth and GPC Kids growth?

My hope is that we can continue to grow our ministry 

with innovative ideas and creativity with things that bring 

excitement and joy that welcome everyone no matter what 

background they come from. Plan to see some updated 

changes and events coming your way soon.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Picture below was taken during an Elementary Large Group 

Activity where we took the yarn and threw it to a person and 

gave them a compliment. Our theme has been on Humility 

this month and we have focused on Philippians 2:3:

Don’t do anything only to get ahead.
Don’t do it because you are proud.
Instead be humble.
Value others more than yourselves.
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 VBS 2023
June 5th-8th

4 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Ages 3 (potty trained)
thru Rising 5th graders

Child Registration
germantownpres.org/
gpc-kids/vbs-registration-form/

Volunteer Registration
germantownpres.org/
gpc-kids/vbs-volunteer-registration/

VBS T-SHIRTS ON SALE!

We will be selling shirts on Sundays,
May 14, 21 & 28 in the AC Lobby.

Kids (Light Blue) $7
Volunteers (Gold) $10

Cash and credit cards accepted.

Both links are also available on the GPC Kids page germantownpres.org/gpc-kids/
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Friendship Circle took a field trip to the Memphis Zoo on March 29th and...

Memphis Joy Prom was a success! The event included 1200 attendees.
Thank you to all who donated or volunteered! A special thank you to the floral committee and team for 

putting together the exquisite corsages for the participants. You all helped make this MJP one to remember!

More pictures to come!



“May the Faith Be with You”

May 3  Faith-filled (Christian) friends can help 
us in hard times. 

May 10  Jesus hears and answers our friends’ 
and families’ prayers, too. 

May 17  Friendship Circle Spring Finale = our 
lives are in God’s hands.

WEDNESDAYS
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

10:30 a.m. & 1:00 p.m. rehearsals on Thursday, May 4

SPECIAL NEEDS VBS
July 10-14, 6:00-7:30 p.m.

More information coming soon!

went fishing on April 26th!

13
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GERMANTOWN CAREER 
SUPPORT AND NETWORKING 
May Meetings: Monday, May 8th & May 22 

(2nd & 4th Monday Evenings, 6:30-8:00 p.m.) 

Community Room, Evans Chapel

Purpose  To assist people in career networking, 

interviewing skills, and general support 

during times of job/career transition or loss.

Fees NONE -- all is pro bono support 

Hosts  Mark McKee, Rob Mann, and Carlin Stuart 

 

If you have questions, please email 

CarlinStuart@gmail.com, markmckeeipad@gmail.com 

or RobertDMann@gmail.com

GRIEF SUPPORT MINISTRY 

Next meeting: Thursday, May 11, 6:00 p.m.  

 

Regular monthly meetings on the 2nd Thursday of 

the month at 6:00 p.m. in the church parlor. The next 

meeting will be March 9. All are welcome to attend this 

supportive ministry. 

 

Contact Stephanie Wall at 901-494-7786 or 

stephaniewall@hotmail.com for more information.

Scan for more 
information or 
to register.

A Summer Enrichment and
Back-To-School Readiness 
Program for Rising 1st 
graders - 9th graders
July 10-28, Mon-Fri, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Germantown Presbyterian Church

•  Academic Enrichment in Math, Language Arts, 
Reading, & Writing

• Financial Literacy & Public Speaking
• Physical Fitness, Sports, & Games
 (lunch provided)

$750 per student
(financial assistance & family discounts based on need)

Volunteer Opportunities for High School & College 
Students. For more information on volunteering or 
on the camp, contact Judd Peters at 901-378-3251 
or judd@risingtogetherfoundation.com.
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PRESCHOOL EASTER CELEBRATIONS
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Did we miss someone? Call or email and let us know • 901-754-5195 • comm@gpctn.org

WISHING A BIG GPC

TO ALL OUR MEMBERS BORN IN MAY!

Xander Batey

Mary Jones

MacLean Mayers

Robby Arthur

Anna Ellis

Brian Sims

Witt Fesmire

Lori Harding

Jerry Heimlicher

Owen Wells

Linda McDaniel Thurman

Cindy Cleveland

Donnie Harris

Phillip Langsdon

Tim McCaskill

John Rice

Brian McDaniel

Gary Mosley

Susan Bingham

Dot Hartzog

Lisa Patterson

Larry Sanders

Albert Vacheron

Nathalie Vacheron

George Moseley

Adam Pflugrath

Abby Powers

Thomas Humphrey

Howard Cleveland

Nancy Hawkinson

Virginia Herrin

Isabella Walters

Erik Nelson

Jim Perrin

Jennifer Prest

Chancellor Reynolds

Chance Reynolds

Dominique Vacheron

Peggy Whitaker

Michelle Brasfield

Andrew Hopkins

Karen Lawhorn

Alexa Guynes

Andrea McKinnon

Kwassi Walters

Kathleen Boyd

Judy Carmichael

Pam Graddy

Chuck Hurt

Thomas Price

Ed Eleazer

Danielle Miller

Ken Pasley

Robert Shaw

Betty Potter

Marianne Simmons

Ryan Arthur

Holt Trenor

Chip Miller

Leighten Warren
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ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
FINDING YOUR PEOPLE IN YOUR FAITH COMMUNITY
Each of our 5 adult Sunday School classes are enjoying meeting 
every week as they grow closer together in faith and friendship. 
God has blessed our church family with a passion for helping each 
other grow as disciples of Jesus. 

Each of our Sunday School classes meet from 9:40 a.m. -10:40 a.m. 
and are vibrant, healthy, and offer a wonderful place to connect 
meaningfully with others. So if you’re curious about what it would 
be like to feel a deep sense of belonging and friendship, our 
groups are an easy and enjoyable way for you to experience that 
sense of home. There is nothing better than growing closer to 
Christ through authentic relationships. So come check out our 
Sunday School classes. We can’t wait to welcome you on your 
journey of faith. 

If you want to get involved in a Sunday morning group, email 
Pastor Mike at mikel@gpctn.org.

COFFEE & CONVERSATIONS
We are studying When Kids as Hard Questions
UL-217 Parents of Young Children
?’s: Candace Askew candace.phillips@fedex.com

PSALM 78
Studying the Book of Mark through May
UL-215 Parents of school age children
?’s: Rebecca Floyd rebeccafloyd1973@gmail.com

PAULA’S HEARTS & HANDS
Studying Holy Resemblance by Susan Nash
UL 214 Women’s Knitting Group
?’s: Mary Rogers mlrogers44@bellsouth.net

THE SEEKERS
The Characters of Easter, led by Pastor Mike Lyle
UL-216 Adults of All Ages
?’s: Bonnie Algee bbalgee@bellsouth.net

HITS OF THE AGES
We will be studying the Acts of the Apostles, as 
we use these lessons to fulfill the command to “go 
forth and make disciples of all nations” even in 
today’s world, using N.T. Wright’s ACTS from the 
Everyone Bible Study Series.

UL-218 Adults of All Ages
?’s: Alan Callicott alan@callicottinsurance.com

5-WEEK SERIES
Begins April 23
4:00 p.m.
2nd floor, Chapel classroom

S U N D A Y  E V E N I N G  B I B L E  S T U D Y

We will study of the Book of Nehemiah, a timeless 
retelling of a faithful God and His people. It is a 

story of God’s sovereignty and the power of prayer.

Sundays, 5:00 p.m.
E VA N S  C H A P E L

Childcare provided in the Chapel Community Room

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

MORNING 
8:30-9:30 a.m. Early Morning Worship
9:30 a.m. Children’s Sunday School Drop off
9:40-10:40 a.m. Sunday School Hour
10:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School Pickup
10:30-11:00 a.m. Coffee & Donuts
11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Late Morning Worship

EVENING
5:00-6:00 p.m. Nursery Available (Community Room)
5:00-6:00 p.m. Evening Worship 
6:00-8:00 p.m. Student Ministry

A wealth of knowledge 
is at your fingertips. 
Scan here to search our 
archives to find books on 
Christianity for all ages.



PRAYER MINISTRY
Pray for your fellow members in the weeks of May.

MAY 7
Susan & Warren Crain

Tamah & Jeff Halfacre

Susan & Malcom Lipscomb

Corinne Mestemacher

Erin & Stephen Potter (Gracie, Molly, Morgan)

Sharon & Roger Turner

Michael & Betty Nelson

Don & Diane Evans

MAY 14
Shirley Billups

Alice Franceschetti

Jennifer & Eric Gentry (Reid, Sam, Sarah)

Nicki & Tommy Lamar

Richard Linder

Linda & Lanny Oakes

Jackie & Bill Ruleman

Cathy & Randy Smith

MAY 21
Sherril & Jim Blair

Mary & Jerry Heimlicher

Carol & Phillip Langsdon

Dot Nickoley

Patricia Potter

Brittany & Ryan Schwaigert (Greyson, Lachlan)

Stacy & Brad Weiss (Jake)

MAY 28
Karen & Clyde Blount

Jill Crocker

Sandy Jones

Judy Nokes

Melinda & Phil Russell

Sarah Thompson

Maureen & Bill Wilson (Maggie, William)

Pat Massengill
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The Prayer Ministry of the Congregational Care Committee invites 

everyone to Pray on the Nines (9am & 9pm) (or whatever DAILY 

time works best for you) for those who will travel out of the country 

this summer representing GPC and doing mission ministry in 

Mexico and Ghana. The Mexico Mission group will be gone June 

19-23, 2023 and the Ghana Mission group will be gone June 20-

30, 2023. Please pray for our family as they prepare to travel, while 

they are traveling to and in country, and after they return (as they 

reenter and transition back to their lives here). 

Let us pray together: 

Holy God, we come before you with gratitude and praise for the 

opportunity to pray for our brothers and sisters as they travel out-

of-country to do the work of Jesus in far away places. Bless each 

one with all they need for each day, as they prepare themselves for 

travel, as they travel to Mexico and Ghana, as they are in-country, 

as they travel back, and as they reenter and transition back to their 

lives here. For each step of their journeys, remind each one that 

you go before them, guard behind them, are beside and within 

them, provide their foundation, and the light upon their pathways. 

Bless them, we pray through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GPC Mexico Mission:

Marianne Simmons

Colleen Touchstone

Brittney Pruitt

John Rice

Cat Rice

Patrick Rice

Andy Combs

Mary Jones

Grace Jones

Susan Jones

Will Jones 

GPC Ghana Mission:

Beth Brock

Erin Bowden

Lance Warren

Ty Hardin

Mike Lyle

Molly Miller

Rev. Dr. John Azumah, 

of Accra, Ghana

MEXICO CISTERN
MISSION

GHANA
MISSION
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GPC's General Fund
March 2023, month March 2023, year to date

Actual Budget Actual Budget
Receipts

Offerings received 217,692$       193,259$       703,590$       601,249$       

Other receipts 11,837           4,360             35,894           13,178           

Total receipts 229,529         197,619         739,484         614,427         

Expenses (226,088)       (252,083)       (543,726)       (616,458)       

Net 3,441$           (54,464)$       195,758$       (2,031)$          

Debt balance, end of month 315,605$       

Expenses remained within budgeted expectations in March 2023.  Expenses will vary by 
month in accordance with the timing of budgeted gifts to mission partners and the 
variability of facilities maintenance and certain other intermittent expenses.  Cheerful 
offerings will continue to meet the needs of our ministry, so thank you for diligent 
attention to pledges and for your generosity.

MARCH FINANCIALS

MARCH MEMORIALS

LIBRARY FUND
In memory of
Arleen Lawrence
Joe & Susan Robinson

HONORARIUM
In honor of
Ray & Jean Carroll’s
60th Wedding Anniversary
Linda & Bill Shirley

MEMORIAL FUND
In memory of
Bruce McCullough
Barb Poier

In memory of
Mary Agnes Barth
Julie Maroda

MUSIC FUND
In honor of
Jean & Ray Carroll’s
60th Wedding Anniversary
Bonnie Algee



Want to join GPC?
Contact Lea Buring leaciabattini@gmail.com or call the GPC office at 901-754-5195
or email office@GPCTN.org & let them know you want to join. We’re glad you’re here!

Would you prefer to receive your newsletter electronically?
Email us at comm@gpctn.org to be removed from the US mail list and  added
to the email list.

WWW.GPCTN.ORG

@GERMANTOWNPRES

@GERMANTOWNPRES

2363 S Germantown Rd
Germantown TN 38138

(901) 754-5195
GPCTN.org

Sunday School 
9:40 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship 
8:30 a.m. Worship
11:00 a.m. Worship (onsite & online)

Sunday Evening Worship 
5:00 p.m. (onsite)

Office hours: Mon-Fri 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Easter Break & warm weather gave some of our youth a chance to gather for a weekday lunch at Huey’s with Christopher.


